Chancellor, Mrs Merkel,

We are writing to welcome your announcement at the Russian G8 that poverty will be on the agenda during your presidency of the G8 in 2007.   This is a really significant step that could make a difference to the lives of millions.  By showing this leadership you have sent a clear signal to people around the world that Germany is serious about tackling poverty.  Through Germany´s chair of the G8 and the European Union, you have a double opportunity in 2007 to ensure that rich nations act decisively on the issue of our generation, the fight to eliminate the scourge of poverty once and for all.  

As activists in XXXX we are part of the Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP), a worldwide movement committed to campaigning to fight poverty and inequality.  Last year GCAP mobilised 40 million people in over 70 countries worldwide.  We are united in calling on our leaders both in both rich and poor countries to act to bring an end to poverty.  We stand in solidarity with our fellow campaigners in Germany, Deine Stimme Gegen Armut. 

Both the G8 and the EU have made a number of commitments to tackling poverty in recent years.  If met, these commitments could save millions of lives, put every child into school, employ millions of vital teachers and health workers, and ensure that everyone with HIV/AIDs has access to treatment and care.   These promises must be kept and must be exceeded if the G8, EU and other rich nations are to fulfil their moral obligation to the poor of the world. 

European nations have made the most generous promises of increased and improved aid to developing countries, and the world is looking to Europe to deliver on these promises.  As the largest economy in the EU, German commitments were at the heart of this EU promise, and your presidency of the EU in 2007 is an opportunity to negotiate clear timetables for the aid increases needed between now and 2010 to meet the EU target of 0.51% of GNI.  German leadership also played a key role in brokering the HIPC cancellation of poor countries debts at the G8 in Cologne in 1999.  With strong leadership from you, the G8 in Heiligendamm could once again go down in history as demonstrating Germany’s leadership in ensuring rich countries meet their promises to the worlds poor.  

Millions of anti-poverty campaigners in countries around the world are already beginning to mobilise to make the German G8 a massive popular moment, and to closely monitor progress of EU states in 2007.  We are all looking forward to the German government putting progress in the fight against poverty at the heart of its leadership of the G8 and its EU Presidency.  
Yours sincerely,

